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It is very often asserted that those political laboratories, the
Colonies of Great Britain, shrink from no experiment the object
of which is to regulate and improve the condition of the
labourer. This assertion is but partly true. The British colonies,
though all endowed with complete self-government, differ very
widely in the temper in which they approach the labour

“b problem. For instance, two of the knottiest questions which
humanitarian social reformers have endeavoured in our time
to solve, are confessedly the conflict of organised capital with
organised labour, and the necessity of securing a minimum of
comfort for the humbler class of workers. Among eleven self-
governing British colonies two only have made any serious
endeavour to cope with the second of these problems, and one
only has made any determined effort to grapple with the first.
Victoria and New Zealand essay to control by statute wages
and the conditions of labour; in New Zealand alone the
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