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William of Malmesbury and Henry of Huntingdon would hardly have sufficed to give to the British story of the
Saxon Conquest any real literary interest. But William and Henry had not ceased to work upon the revision of
their histories when the subject was taken up by Geoffrey of Monmouth, who imparted to it a vastly greater
popularity, and, for literature, a vastly greater importance. 1 I. Life Of Geoffrey Little is known of Geoffrey of
Monmouth except-what can be gathered from a few incidental hints in his own writings. 2 He 1 The standard
edition of Geoffrey, though the text is poor, and the discussion, albeit of great merit, now largely out of date, is
that of San-Marte (A. Schulz): Gottfrieds von Monmouth Historia Regum Britanniae mit lit. -hist. Einleitung und
Brut Tysylio in deutscher Uebersetzung, Halle, 1854. The text is merely reprinted from Giles, Historia Britonum
ex novem codd. MSS. , Caxton Society, 1844. The editio princeps was by Ivo Cavellatus, Britannie utriusque
Regum, etc. , Paris, 1508 (here the text is divided into nine books instead of twelve); again, more accurately,
Paris, 1517. Another edition by H. Commelinus in Rerum Britannicarum Scriptores, Heidelberg, 1587, pp. 1-92.
An English translation by A. Thompson, The British History, etc. , 1718; revised by Giles, 1842; also in Giles, Six
Old English Chronicles, Bohns Library, pp. 89-292. Lists of the manuscripts in Hardy, I, 341-350;...
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