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illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . .. in addition to those provided as a part of the wage. Much lower wages were paid to
the girls who received only one meal a day, over half (56. 8 per cent. ) of whom earned an average wage of less
than 4 a week. These women, however, are usually short-time workers, the majority of them working less than
thirty hours a week, and do not have to depend entirely upon their earnings in the restaurant to cover the cost
of living. The highest wages were paid, as might be expected, to women who were not furnished with meals,
two-thirds (64. 2 per cent.) of whom earned 9 or over a week, a number earning as much as 12, and some even
more. It is true that one-fourth (26. 0 per cent. ) of this group earned an average weekly wage of less than 6, but
the majority of these were part-time workers. In general, it was found that the establishments whose policy it
was to furnish no free meals to their employees had the highest proportion receiving an adequate actual wage.
Practically all of these restaurants, moreover, allowed their employees the privilege of purchasing meals at cost
or reduced rates. As in the hotels, the highest paid workers were those whose occupations required the most
skill or experience and the greatest responsibility, such as the head waitresses, cooks, and cashiers; while the
lowest paid were the least skilled, such as the clearers, kitchen girls,...
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